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Abstract

The study aims to measure the impact of use of photomontage in news
websites on users' perception of the content presented. The study relied on the
experimental method using observation and a questionnaire, and it was based on the
theory of visual determinism.
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The study found no significant differences between the control and
experimental samples regarding their understanding of the meaning of image
production, the ethical meaning, and the societal meaning of images on news
websites. However, it found significant differences between the control and
experimental samples in their understanding of the meaning of determining image
content, the expressive meaning, and the symbolic and comparative meaning of
images on news websites. The study recommended that media institutions invest in
producing visual content that uses visual techniques such as comparison and contrast
to facilitate audience analysis of media messages and increase their awareness of
differences and intended meanings. It also suggested providing workshops for
journalists and editors aimed at improving their ability to effectively use images to
convey different meanings. Additionally, editorial strategies can be developed based
on the thoughtful employment of images that enhance visual understanding and
emotional interaction with the content, while considering ethical aspects to ensure
that news images reflect reality with credibility and clarity.

Keywords: photomontage, perception, content, news websites.
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