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Abstract:

The study aimed to analyze the semiotics of the television advertisements for
the New Republic project by analyzing the connotations of linguistic and non-
linguistic messages and the connotations of colors, decor, lighting, angles, and
camera shots. This is to monitor the connotations, symbols, and latent and
indirect meanings behind the apparent meaning of the advertisement for the
New Administrative Capital, Benin City. The study relied on the media survey
method, with its descriptive and analytical aspects. The researcher used the
semiotic analysis tool according to Roland Barthes' approach, and chose a
deliberate sample of television advertisements promoting the New Republic
project the study concluded that the advertisement succeeded in establishing a
mental image of the capital as a symbol of progress and the future, utilizing
sound, image, music, mental and emotional appeals, and religious and national
symbols.

The study also demonstrated a harmony and integration between verbal and
visual discourse in the advertisement, as colloquial language was used to attract
the audience's attention and bring the message closer to them. Camera angles
were also varied to reflect multiple messages such as grandeur, modernity, and
realism, making the visual experience more convincing and dynamic. The
advertisement relied heavily on wide aerial shots to highlight the enormity of
the project, and on medium shots to demonstrate human interaction,
emphasizing that the project is not just architectural, but rather one that serves
everyone, reflecting its comprehensiveness. Semiotic analysis revealed that
colors contributed to building a strong visual identity that enhanced its impact
on audience awareness.

The camera movements were also varied to highlight the aesthetics and
functions of the new capital, and lavish decorations were used to emphasize
luxury. Warm golden lighting was also used to create a sense of luxury and
intimacy, reinforcing the positive impression of the city as an ideal destination
for living and investment. The advertisement also employed visual and audio
effects in a thoughtful manner to transform an urban project into a national
legend through technological display, dazzling digital images and massive
designs, and emotional manipulation through pride in history, fear of cultural
collapse, and symbolism to link the project to religion and identity. This makes
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the advertisement not only a promotional tool, but also a mechanism for
shaping collective awareness about the state's priorities and vision.

Keywords: Semiotics - Television Commercials - New Republic Project -
Administrative Capital Advertisement.
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